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April 19, 2006
Contact: Manuela Well-Off-Man, curator of art, M ontana Museum of Art and Culture, (406)
243-2019, manuela.well-off-man@mso.umt.edu.
EXHIBITION FEATURES LANDSCAPES OF LEW IS AND CLARK TRAIL
MISSOULA—
Landscapes of the Lewis and Clark Trail in a variety of 20th-century art styles will be
exhibited in the Meloy and Paxson galleries of the Museum of Art and Culture at The University
of Montana from May 5 to Aug. 19.
The exhibition, titled “Landscapes Along the Lewis and Clark Trail,” features 45
paintings and prints from the museum’s Permanent Collection, depicting scenes in Montana and
Washington.
Quotes from the journals of Lewis and Clark will accompany the artworks, and a
historical map showing the Lewis and Clark Trail will provide orientation for viewers.
Among the artists featured in the exhibition are Edgar S. Paxson, Joseph Henry Sharp,
Fra Dana, Ralph DeCamp, John Fery, William Gollings, Julius Seyler, William Standing, Sandy
Ingersoll, Elizabeth Lochrie, Branson Stevenson, Henry Meloy, Theodore Waddell and Freeman
Butts.
Castle McLaughlin, associate curator of North American ethnography at Harvard
University’s Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, and Carolyn Gilman, special
projects historian at the Missouri Historical Society and curator of “Lewis and Clark: The
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National Bicentennial Exhibition,” will give lectures in conjunction with the exhibition.
The lectures will be held at 7 p.m. Friday, July 7, in the Montana Theatre, located in
UM’s Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. They are presented by the museum in
partnership with the Great Falls Portage Chapter and the Rockies Bicentennial Festival.
The lectures and the exhibition are free and open to the public.
Each artist featured in “Landscapes along the Lewis and Clark Trail” had his or her own
approach to the landscape genre, and many o f the artists were deeply interested in Lewis and
Clark and the history of these Western landscapes.
Paxson researched the subject meticulously and included exacting historic detail in his
paintings. His travels along the Lolo Trail in 1877 and source material such as “The Complete
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Party” informed the historical accuracy o f his work.
Paxson also visited the site near Three Forks where Sacajawea was kidnapped from her
people by the Minnetarees or Hidatsa. His portrait “Sacajawea” (1904) will be part of this
exhibition. The portrait was painted during the Lewis and Clark Centennial and serves as an
example of Paxson’s careful research into period clothing and artifacts.
Paintings by Paxson that haven’t been displayed for public viewing for decades, including
“Great Falls of the Missouri” (1891) and “Clark Fork o f the Columbia” (circa 1903), also will be
featured in the exhibition.
DeCamp’s “Gates of the Mountains,” painted in a romantic style, depicts the significant
landmark of the Lewis and Clark Trail. Lewis describes the three-mile long river passage
northeast of Helena in his journal: “ ... the towering and projecting rocks in many places seem
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ready to tumble in on u s.. .this rock is a black granite below and appears to be of much lighter
color above. This extraordinary range of rocks we called the Gates o f the Rocky Mountains.”
More contemporary approaches to the landscape genre can be seen in works o f Waddell,
Meloy and Butts. Their art portrays Montana landscapes through a modernist lens. The paintings
employ bold brushstrokes built up on richly painted surfaces or sensitive watercolors that
experiment with abstraction.
The museum’s Permanent Collection, begun in 1894, now includes more than 9,000
artworks. The collection was largely created through the generous donations of art and funds by
UM alumni, visitors and Montana residents interested in contributing to the state’s artistic legacy.
The Montana Museum of Art and Culture is located in UM ’s Performing Arts and
Radio/Television Center. There is no charge for admission, and free parking now is available
near the northwest comer of the center.
Museum hours through May are 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and 4 to
8.30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. During June, July and August, museum hours are 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. Wednesday through Saturday.
For more information, call (406) 243-2019 or visit http://www.umt.edu/partv/famus.

###
NOTE TO MEDIA: Digital images of select artwork included in this exhibition are available on
request. Please contact Karen Rice, coordinator o f programs and publications, Montana Museum
of Art and Culture, (406) 243-2019, karen.rice@mso.umt.edu.
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